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A pdf file extension is mainly used for Adobe Portable document format, commonly referred to as PDF. All programs that create some sort of documents or projects offer the possibility to export their format to PDF format. A free PDF viewer (Adobe Reader) is available for download from Adobe website.


There is  one other file type  using
the PDF file extension!
.pdf - ArcView preferences definition data
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PDF file extension - Adobe Portable document format








What is pdf file? How to open pdf files?
File type specification:
 Document file type
 E-book file type
pdf file icon: 

PDF files are primarily associated with Adobe Acrobat Portable Document Format (PDF) files. There are very few other file formats with the PDF file extension in our list, and it is not an exaggeration to say that 99,99% of PDFs found on the Internet are Adobe Portable documents.



The Portable Document Format (PDF) is a file format developed by Adobe Systems that represents two-dimensional documents in a device-independent and resolution-independent format. PDF documents contain a complete description of a 2D document (and, with Acrobat 3D, embedded 3D documents), including the text, fonts, images, and vector graphics in 2D.


The PDF format does not encode information that is specific to the application software, hardware, or operating system that was used to create or view the document. A valid PDF will render the same regardless of its origin or destination (depending on font availability).


Without paying royalties to Adobe Systems, anyone may create applications that read and write PDF files. However, Adobe has several patents relating to the PDF format and claims it is an open standard. Therefore, Adobe has licensed these patents royalty-free to develop software based on its PDF specification.


Even though the PDF format can be used to describe single-page documents, it can also be used to describe many-page, complex documents containing a variety of fonts, graphics, colors, and images.



PDF readers for many platforms are available, such as Xpdf, Foxit, and Adobe's own Adobe Acrobat Reader. PDF readers/viewers or online services for basic functions are generally free.


There are many software options available for creating PDFs, including the PDF printing capability built into Mac OS X, OpenOffice, numerous PDF print drivers for Microsoft Windows, and Adobe Acrobat itself. There is also specialized software for editing PDF files.

 

MIME types used for PDF file type:

application/pdf

application/x-pdf

application/acrobat

applications/vnd.pdf

text/pdf

text/x-pdf

application/x-bzpdf

application/x-gzpdf
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The default software associated to open pdf file:

Adobe Acrobat Reader   
Company or developer:
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Adobe Acrobat Reader DC (formerly Adobe Acrobat Reader or Reader X) is a PDF documents viewer-only software from Adobe.






Adobe Acrobat   
Company or developer:
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Adobe Acrobat is fully featured document solution that works with PDF format and is able of both opening and editing of existing PDF documents, or creating new ones from scratch. Acrobat DC is the last version after Acrobat XI. You can purchase it as standalone desktop software. 






Adobe Acrobat Reader for Mac   
Company or developer:
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Adobe Acrobat Reader DC for Mac software is the free global standard for reliably viewing, printing, and commenting on PDF documents.






Adobe Acrobat for Mac   
Company or developer:
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Much like its Windows counterpart, the Mac version of Adobe Acrobat is software used view, create, manipulate, print and manage files in PDF document file format. Acrobat is available in three editions - Acrobat XI Pro, Acrobat XI Standard and Acrobat XI Suite as well as part of Creative Cloud.








                        

Related articles:
Extract images and texts from PDF files
Beware of emails with attachments
Best online converters
Top websites to download free ebooks
Print anything to PDF using virtual PDF printer
Why ePUB format is better than PDF for iBooks
Software for working with PDF documents
How to convert PDF to Word
Convert ebooks for free
Convert DWG to PDF
How to find PDF search results only in Google
Help how to open:
PDF is a very common document format and thus is supported by all productivity software. A free viewer from Adobe is also available to open pdf files, its unable to edit them though.
How to convert:
Conversion of this file to another text/graphic file format is possible. Still, it has some limitations based on content/security permissions in the document and features of the application that you use to convert PDF documents into another file format.



Many applications can export their documents to PDF.



You can also create PDFs from any application that can print using any virtual PDF printer software available on the Internet.
Find conversions from pdf file:
pdf to cbr
pdf to cdr
pdf to dst
pdf to inpage
pdf to midi
pdf to pmd
pdf to tns
Find converter to pdf file type:
indd to pdf
inp to pdf
oxps to pdf
pkpass to pdf
pmd to pdf
ris to pdf
xmind to pdf
File identification strings:
HEX code: 25 50 44 46 2D 31 2E
ASCII code: %PDF-1.





















List of software applications associated to the .pdf file extension
Recommended software programs are sorted by OS platform (Windows, macOS, Linux, iOS, Android etc.) 
and possible program actions that can be done with the file: like open pdf file, edit pdf file, convert pdf file, view pdf file, play pdf file etc. (if exist software for corresponding action in File-Extensions.org's database).
Hint:
Click on the tab below to simply browse between the application actions, to quickly get a list of recommended software, which is able to perform the specified software action, such as opening, editing or converting pdf files.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Software that open pdf file - Adobe Portable document format
Programs supporting the exension pdf on the main platforms Windows, Mac, Linux or mobile. Click on the link to get more information about listed programs for open pdf file action. 



Microsoft Windows:
Main software associated with pdf file by default:
 Adobe Acrobat Reader
 Adobe Acrobat
Other suggested software:
 PDF Architect
 Adobe Illustrator
 Nitro Pro




Apple macOS / Mac OS X:
Main software associated with pdf file by default:
 Adobe Acrobat Reader for Mac
 Adobe Acrobat for Mac
Other suggested software:
 Adobe Illustrator for Mac



pdf file editor and apps that can edit pdf file - Adobe Portable document format
Programs supporting the exension pdf on the main platforms Windows, Mac, Linux or mobile. Click on the link to get more information about listed programs for edit pdf file action. 



Microsoft Windows:
Main software associated with pdf file by default:
 Adobe Acrobat
Other suggested software:
 PDF Architect
 Adobe Illustrator
 Nitro Pro




Apple macOS / Mac OS X:
Main software associated with pdf file by default:
 Adobe Acrobat for Mac
Other suggested software:
 Adobe Illustrator for Mac



pdf file viewer - programs that view pdf file - Adobe Portable document format
Programs supporting the exension pdf on the main platforms Windows, Mac, Linux or mobile. Click on the link to get more information about listed programs for view pdf file action. 



Microsoft Windows:
Main software associated with pdf file by default:
 Adobe Acrobat Reader
Other suggested software:
 Foxit Reader
 Documents To Go
 Ghostscript




Apple macOS / Mac OS X:
Main software associated with pdf file by default:
 Adobe Acrobat Reader for Mac
Other suggested software:
 iBooks for Mac
 PDiff Express




Linux/Unix:
 Okular
 Evince




Apple iOS (iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch devices):
 Apabi Reader




Symbian:
 Alt Reader



pdf file converters - software for converting pdf file - Adobe Portable document format
Programs supporting the exension pdf on the main platforms Windows, Mac, Linux or mobile. Click on the link to get more information about listed programs for convert pdf file action. 



Microsoft Windows:
Main software associated with pdf file by default:
 Adobe Acrobat
Other suggested software:
 Hamster Free eBook Converter
 Epubor Ultimate Converter
 Calibre
 File Conversion Center
 PDF Architect
 All File to All File Converter 3000
 Ghostscript




Apple macOS / Mac OS X:
Main software associated with pdf file by default:
 Adobe Acrobat for Mac
Other suggested software:
 Epubor Ultimate Converter for Mac
 Calibre for Mac




Linux/Unix:
 Calibre for Linux



Programs that can create pdf file - Adobe Portable document format
Programs supporting the exension pdf on the main platforms Windows, Mac, Linux or mobile. Click on the link to get more information about listed programs for create pdf file action. 



Microsoft Windows:
Main software associated with pdf file by default:
 Adobe Acrobat
Other suggested software:
 PDF Architect
 Nitro Pro




Apple macOS / Mac OS X:
Main software associated with pdf file by default:
 Adobe Acrobat for Mac
Other suggested software:
 Compress PDF



Software that import pdf file - Adobe Portable document format
Programs supporting the exension pdf on the main platforms Windows, Mac, Linux or mobile. Click on the link to get more information about listed programs for import pdf file action. 



Microsoft Windows:
 Adobe InDesign
 Total PDF Converter
 Xara Page & Layout Designer
 Kindle Comic Converter
 Adobe Illustrator
 Nitro Pro




Apple macOS / Mac OS X:
 Adobe InDesign for Mac
 SharpEye Music Reader
 Adobe Illustrator for Mac
 PDF to Keynote
 xPDFConverter for Mac
 Graphic




Multiplatform:
 Krita




On-line services:
 2qfx Convert Pro
 Online CAD converter




Apple iOS (iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch devices):
 Graphic - illustration and design for iPad



Applications that export pdf file - Adobe Portable document format
Programs supporting the exension pdf on the main platforms Windows, Mac, Linux or mobile. Click on the link to get more information about listed programs for export pdf file action. 



Microsoft Windows:
 Adobe InDesign
 Free XPS To PDF Converter
 ReadWriteThink Timeline
 Bricscad
 Xara Page & Layout Designer
 ScanSoft PaperPort Viewer
 RTV Tools
 mcf2pdf
 Adobe Illustrator
 Nitro Pro




Apple macOS / Mac OS X:
 Adobe InDesign for Mac
 Adobe Illustrator for Mac
 Filters for Photos
 Graphic
 EndNote for Mac




Multiplatform:
 Krita
 aSc TimeTables




On-line services:
 Online CAD converter
 iWork for iCloud




Apple iOS (iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch devices):
 Graphic - illustration and design for iPad



Applications that extract pdf file - Adobe Portable document format
Programs supporting the exension pdf on the main platforms Windows, Mac, Linux or mobile. Click on the link to get more information about Compress PDF for extract pdf file action. 



Apple macOS / Mac OS X:
 Compress PDF



Software which is able to fix, repair or recover pdf file - Adobe Portable document format
Programs supporting the exension pdf on the main platforms Windows, Mac, Linux or mobile. Click on the link to get more information about Advanced PDF Repair for recover pdf file action. 



Microsoft Windows:
 Advanced PDF Repair



Unspecified and all other actions for computer programs working with pdf file - Adobe Portable document format
Click on the software link for more information about PDiff Express. PDiff Express uses pdf file type for its internal purposes and/or also by different way than common edit or open file actions (eg. to install/execute/support an application itself, to store application or user data, configure program etc.).



Apple macOS / Mac OS X:
 PDiff Express
 Compress PDF
















            

			

            
            
            
        




Browse by extension type:

	Common file extensions
	Video
	Audio
	Bitmap
	Digital camera RAW
	Vector graphics
	Graphics
	3D graphics, CAD
	Font
	Document
	Simple text
	Ebook
	Spreadsheet
	Microsoft Office related
	Computer game
	Software emulation
	Virtualization 
	Internet related
	Email related
	Email attachment blocked
	Dangerous and malicious
	Ransomware encrypted
	Archive and compressed
	Backup
	Disk image
	Mobile platforms
	Mobile ringtone
	Accounting, financial, tax files
	Database
	GIS, GPS, mapping
	Program executable
	System file
	Settings, options, themes and skins
	Plugin
	Source code and script
	Configuration file
	Binary
	Encrypted
	Temporary
	Unknown file type
	Various data
	Misc file extensions






Similar file types:
	file extension docx
	file extension epub
	file extension pmd
	file extension oxps
	file extension edoc


Popular topics:
	How to convert WhatsApp CRYPT files
	How to install a virtual PostScript printer in Windows
	Show and hide file extensions in Windows 11
	How to run Android apps in Windows
	Open HEIC pictures in Windows





Previous file extension
PDE file extension
File-Extensions.org > Document file types
Next file extension
file extension PDFA
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Enter any file extension without dot (e.g. pdf)
Search for file extension details and associated application(s)
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